GISC 6383

Management and Implementation of GIS

Sample Final Exam 

Provide a short but complete answer to eight of the following. I’ll drop the lowest and give you 30 points to make the total add to 100.

Have a good holiday season. See you next year! Course grades should be mailed to you around December 18 by the university. 

1. You have located a piece of software that meets your needs, is inexpensive, but is not used by many organizations. Cite three reasons why may you not want to select it?

2. A good strategy for  Texas cities to use  in order to keep taxes low is to sell their GIS data in order to recover some  or most of the cost of creating and maintaining it. Agreed? Explain your reasoning.

3. There are inexpensive data base products such as Access and more expensive products such as Oracle or SQL-Server. What do you think are the three main advantages to buying the more expensive products.

4. It was suggested that a GIS manager has five primary responsibilities with respect to security, access and privacy.  Which of these presents unique challenges for the GIS manager in the public sector, not faced by  the private sector manager?

5. Whether my GIS system is connected over a LAN (Local Area Network) or a WAN (Wide Area Network) does not really matter.  Providing that I give my users connectivity they can perform their work in the same way. Would you agree?
6. In contingency planning for a major disaster, such as a fire or flood, your primary concern as a GIS manager should be to ensure that all data is recoverable  and no data is lost. Agreed? Explain.

7. The Texas Public Information Act requires that all data held by public organizations must be released to the public upon request. Agreed?

8. What is meant by data integrity? What are the three major strategies you should implement to help assure data integrity?

9. The only really useful sources of spatial data at the federal level are the two data production agencies: the USGS and the US Bureau of the Census. Would you agree? Explain.

