
Collision of Civilizations

Spaniards, Aztecs and Incas



1492- The clash begins
Only two empires in the New World
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Aztec Empire 



The Aztec State in 1519

• Mexico 1325 Aztecs start to build their capital city, 
Tenochtitlan.

• 1502 Montezuma II becomes ruler, wars against the 
independent city-states in the Valley of Mexico.

The Aztec empire was in a fragile state, stricken with 
military failures, economic trouble, and social unrest. 
Montezuma II had attempted to centralize power 
and maintain the over-extended empire expanded 
over the Valley of Mexico, and into Central America. 
It was an extortionist regime, relied on force to 
extract prisoners, tribute, and food levies from 
neighboring peoples. As the Aztec state weakened, 
its rulers and priests continued to demand human 
sacrifice to feed its gods. 

In 1519, the Aztec Empire was not only weak within, but 
despised and feared from without. When hostilities 
with the Spanish began, the Aztecs had few allies. 



Cortes
• 1485 –Cortes was born in in Medellin, Extremadura, Spain. His 

parents were of small Spanish nobility. 
• 1499, when Cortes was 14 he attended the University of 

Salamanca, at this university he studied law. 
• 1504 (19) he set sail for what is now the Dominican Republic to 

try his luck in the New World. 
• 1511, (26) he joined an army under the command of Spanish 

soldier named Diego Velázquez and played a part the conquest 
of Cuba. Velázquez became the governor of Cuba, and Cortes 
was elected Mayor-Judge of Santiago.

• 1519 (34) Cortes expedition enters Mexico. 
• Aug. 13, 1521 15,000 Aztecs die in Cortes' final all-out attack on 

the city. The Emperor Cuauhtemoc and his last few supporters 
are captured by the Spaniards.

• In 1528, Cortes went home to Spain and was given the title 
"Marques del Valle de Oaxaca." 

• 1536   Led an expedition that explored the Pacific coast of 
Mexico and discovered Baja California. Three years, later, he 
sought permission to lead a land force northward to locate the 
legendary Seven Cities of Cibola. The king denied his   request 
and selected Francisco Vasquez de Coronado to lead the 
expedition.

• 1541 (51) fought against the Pirates of Algiers in Africa during, 
and later that year back in the New World, he led a force against 
the Mayas.

• Cortes died on December 2, 1547  (62) near Seville. 



The first expeditions to Mexico 
were not very fortunate

• Initial contacts with natives of Yucatan first 
occurred during the 1511 shipwreck of Juan de 
Valdivia bound for Cuba from Panama. The 
survivors were captured by the Mayas, who ate 
Valdivia and four others. Aguilar and several 
others were put in cages to be fattened, but 
they escaped.  Two of them, Guerrero and 
Aguilar later encounter Cortes.  Aguilar was 
critical for the Aztec conquest because he 
knew the Maya language. 

• In 1517, Francisco Hernández de Córdoba, 
with 110 men in four ships saw Mayan urban 
civilization for the first time at Cape Catoche.  
They were attacked near Campeche. More 
than 20 of Cordoba's Spaniards were killed, 
and most of the force was wounded and 
evacuated with difficulty. One ship had to be 
abandoned and Cordoba got back to Cuba with 
half his expedition dead. Cordoba brought back 
gold pieces, that the Maya had traded from a 
land to the north, a land called "Mexico." 



Grijalva Expedition, 1518

• When news arrived about the Mayan silver and gold, the atmosphere in Cuba 
became more and more like a "Gold Rush." 

• The Spanish governor of Cuba, Diego de Velásquez, organized a new 
expedition under Juan de Grijalva, his nephew. Grijalva was also fiercely 
attacked by the Mayans, but after a sea journey of several hundred miles, 
reached the coast of Veracruz. Grijalva and his men now realized that —
judging by the size of the rivers, the height of the distant snow-capped 
mountains, and the variety and richness of human cultures and languages —
they were on part of a continent, not an island. The empire was called 
"Mexico."



Cortes and the Aztec’s gold
• After Grijalva, Governor Velazquez in Cuba decided to 

send an expedition to Yucatan. In October 1518 he 
chose Cortes as its commanding officer.

The Cortes Expedition
Cortes prepared for his expedition by using his own 
money to buy muskets, ammunition, crossbows, 
navigational instruments and supplies. He pulled 
together an army of Spaniards, promising them gold, 
land, and Indian slaves. After all his money was gone, 
he borrowed money from friends and mortgaged his 
plantation. 

• Governor Velasquez became concerned that Cortes' 
expedition was becoming larger than was originally 
planned. Velasquez decided to relieve Cortes of his 
command, but Cortes' brother-in-law killed the 
messenger carrying the governor's orders.



The Cortes Expedition

Cortes' Expedition Force included:
• 11 ships, with about 100 sailors. 
• 530 soldiers, including 30 

crossbowmen and 12 with 
arquebusses.

• A doctor, and several carpenters. 
• At least eight women. 
• a few hundred Cuban Indian servants 

and some African freedmen and 
slaves

• A Mayan Indian previously captured 
in the Yucatan,

• Ten large cannons, four small field 
guns, many savage war dogs, and 
their best weapon, 16 horses.



1519- Cortes expedition lands in 
Mexico

• On February 18, 1519 Cortes expedition set sail from Cuba. 
Smooth sailing brought them to Cozumel, an island off the 
coast of Yucatan. There, Cortes found Geronimo de Aguilar, 
the Spaniard who had been shipwrecked from the 1511 
Valdivia expedition. Aguilar spoke the local Maya language 
and joined the expedition.



Doña Marina
• Cortes sailed along the coast of 

Yucatan and stopped at a large native 
settlement by the Tabasco River 
(Champoton). 

• The native Mayas asked the 
expedition to leave, wanting "neither 
war nor trade." After a battle and an 
easy victory because of Spanish 
weapons, Cortes was able to destroy 
the local idols. 

• The leaders promised to obey Cortes 
and brought him gifts of fruit, birds, 
ornaments made of gold, and 20 
women to cook tortillas and serve 
them, including a woman named 
Malintzin (Malinche, or Marina), who 
would become an important key in the 
conquest of the Aztecs.
Because she spoke both Mayan and 
Aztec (nahuatl) languages. She and 
Aguilar allowed Cortes to 
communicate with Montezuma



Cortes and the Aztec’s gold

• Easter 1519 Cortes is presented gold and 
other gifts from envoys of Montezuma. 

• Cortes had some guns fired to scare his 
guests. These later described the 
experience to their ruler as follows: "The 
noise weakened one, dizzied one. 
Something like a stone came out of it in a 
shower of fire and sparks. The smoke was 
foul; it had a sickening, fetid smell. And the 
shot, which struck a mountain, knocked it to 
bits--dissolved it. It reduced a tree to 
sawdust--the tree disappeared as if they 
had blown it away." (Florentine Codex). 

• Horses, None of the Native Americans have 
seen horses before. Most early nahuatl
accounts refer to the horses invariably as 
"mazaitl" (deer) as that was the closest 
equivalent in American fauna at the time. 



Did Cortes burn his  ships?
• Through Malinche, who quickly acquired a 

knowledge of Spanish, Cortes was able to 
interview messengers and envoys who 
came to his camp. He learned that many 
vassal kings, who owed allegiance to 
Monteczuma, secretly detested him, and 
would readily support anyone who might 
help them throw off the hated Aztec yoke. 
But if the vassal kings were ready to march, 
the Spanish were not. Skirmishes had 
taken their toll. Bread was becoming 
scarce, as were salt and bacon. Some 
feared the cold of the mountains; others 
complained of the weight of the armor. But 
Cortes refused to turn back with empty 
hands. 

• May 1519 Some of Cortes' men decide to 
steal a ship and return to Cuba. Cortes has 
them executed and sinks the ships to make 
it impossible to turn back.



The March towards Tenochtitlan

• Sept. 1519- 50,000 Tlascalans
fight the 400 Spaniards and are 
defeated by the superior Spanish 
weapons and horses. The 
Tlascalans provide Cortes with 
10,000 warriors for his march on 
Tenochtitlan.

• Oct. 1519 Cortes continues on to 
Cholula and massacres the local 
nobility, because he suspects 
them of planning an ambush.

• Cortes soon discovered that his 
new allies would cover 15 miles 
in a day, bearing loads of 150 
pounds. Several thousand 
Indians joined the invaders, 
seizing the chance to rebel 
against the hated Aztecs. 



Cortes’ Route to Tenochtitlan



The encounter

• Nov. 8, 1519 The Spanish enter 
the city of Tenochtitlan to meet 
Moctezuma II. On a causeway 
leading to the city, one of the great 
encounters of history took place. 
Exposed and outnumbered, 
Cortes could count on nothing but 
the courage and resolution of his 
men. 

• Moctezuma considered Cortes  a 
god, the Plumed Serpent, who 
was returning to his people. 
"Welcome," he said, "we have 
been waiting for you. This is your 
home." 

• Tenochtitlan was a city with 
150,000-200,000 citizens, and the  
Valley of Mexico amounted to 
1,000,000 to 1,600,000 people
(Cf.: Paris 300,000, London 
50,000, Seville 65,000)



Violence startsApril 1520 An army commanded by 
Narvaez,  sent by Governor 
Velazquez of Cuba to arrest 
Cortes is defeated by Cortes and 
100 of his men. Most of Narvaez’
men join Cortes.

May 1520.
• While Cortes was fighting 

Narvaez, Alvarado who was in 
charge, ordered a massacre 
during the great Aztec spring 
festival of Huizilopochtli, with  
human sacrifices. The Aztecs 
attack the Spanish and imprison 
many of Cortes' soldiers

June 25, 1520 Cortes returned and 
by June 30 the situation was 
desperate. The causeways were 
cut, the bridges taken away. The 
Spanish had no supplies. 
Montezuma was killed.

. 



Noche Triste
• News of the killing of Montezuma 

spread, and soon there was an 
uproar in the city. The Spaniards 
tried to flee unnoticed, through 
the causeways to the mainland, 
but they were caught. 

• More than 600 Spanish 
conquistadors were killed, many 
weighed down by the gold they 
were carrying; several thousand 
Tlaxcalans were probably lost, 
too. 

• Cortes retreated in a wide circle 
through the north of the valley 
and over the mountains back to 
Tlaxcala. The elemental horror of 
that night was never forgotten. It 
is still called "the night of tears" 
(noche triste).



Route of Retreat to Tlaxcala



Recovery in Tlaxcala
June - December 1520; 
At Tlaxcala Cortés pacified his wavering Indian 

allies and rebuilt his military force. The key 
to victory, he believed, was the lake and he 
set out to build a fleet of prefabricated boats. 

The Aztecs thought the Spaniards were gone 
for good. They elected a new king, 
Cuautemoc, "The Fallen Eagle." He was in 
his mid-20s, the son of Montezuma's uncle, 
Ahuitzotl and was an experienced leader. 

• The Aztecs cleaned the temple courtyards 
and again conducted their human sacrifices. 

• By the end of September, people started to 
die of a mysterious and alien illness that had 
horrifying symptoms of "racking coughs and 
painful burning sores." The pestilence, 
smallpox, lasted 70 days and killed a vast 
number of people. 



The Recapture of 
Tenochtitlan

• Christmas 1520 Cortes 
leads an army of 16,000 men 
back to Tenochtitlan, with 
boats transported in pieces 
overland by 8,000 native 
carriers. The early stage of 
the siege saw the surrender 
of towns all around the lake. 
May 1521 Siege of 
Tenochtitlan.

• June 1521Cortes attacks 
Tenochtitlan from three 
directions at once with 13 
new ships. 

• Aug. 13, 1521 15,000 Aztecs 
die in Cortes' final all-out 
attack on the city. The 
Emperor Cuauhtemoc and 
his last few supporters are 
captured by the Spaniards.



Final
• Cortes became "Marquis of the Valley." 
• A flood of Spaniards followed Cortes into Mexico -

settlers, profiteers, administrators and, of course, 
representatives of the main orders of the Catholic 
church, who were anxious to begin the task of 
converting the indians to Christianity. Many Aztecs 
intermarried with the newcomers forming a mixed 
(mestizo) society very rapidly developed, particularly 
in Mexico City itself. In this mingling lay the 
beginnings of modern Mexico. 

• After being in Spain, Cortes returned to live in 
Mexico. Later he would lead great expeditions to the 
Pacific, at first still hoping to find the legendary strait 
that led from the Atlantic to the Pacific, a short-cut to 
the Moluccas, Spice Islands and Cathay. Instead, he 
discovered - and named - California, but only after 
great privations, and the loss of half his men. 

• Cortes died in Spain near Seville in December 1547, 
at the age of 62. 

Text Derived from "Conquistadors" by Michael Wood, 
University of California Press, ©Spring 2001



Pizarro and the Inca gold

• Peru 1000-1200 AD Manco
Capac founds Cuzco and the 
Inca kingdom. 

• 1438 Pachacuti begins major 
conquests.

• 1471 Tupac Yupanqui conquers 
most of modern Peru, Ecuador, 
Bolivia, half of Chile and parts of 
Argentina and Colombia.

• 1493 Huayna Capac becomes 
eleventh Inca.



Ecuador

Cahokia



Pizarro and the Inca gold
• FAMILY FROM CRADLE TO GRAVE
• Extremadura, an isolated poverty-

stricken unfertile region in west-central 
Spain, was a harsh nursery, and it was 
there that Francisco Pizarro was born, 
along with his fellow explorers and 
conquistadors Cortez, Balboa, and 
Orellana. 

• Pizarro, himself a swineherd in his youth 
was one of four illegitimate half-brothers. 
All four were involved in the conquest of 
the Inka. 

• Pizarro and his brothers were illiterate 
and from a lower class than Cortes.

© 1999 by the Archaeological Institute of 
America
http://www.archaeology.org/online/features/p
eru/pizarro.html



Pizarro, First Campaigns
• November 1524-27 

Pizarro's first voyage to Peru was 
formed by 160 men and several 
horses carried in two ships. He 
sailed from the west coast of 
Panama to what is now Ecuador. 

• The expedition made first contact 
with the Incas at sea. Aboard a 
balsa trading raft with a huge 
triangular cotton sail were 20 Inca 
crew and passengers. The Spanish 
boarded the vessel and, to their 
delight, saw many pieces of silver 
and gold, precious stones and 
intricately woven fabrics. They kept 
three of the Inca to be trained as 
interpreters. Through sign language, 
the captives told him that their gold 
came from a land far to the south, a 
land of wonders. 



• April 1528
Puerto Pizarro

• Pizarro and his men set sail for 
Tumbes accompanied by his 
Indian interpreters. They sailed on 
until the Indians recognized the 
coast of their hometown, Tumbes
Ecuador). The Spanish anchored 
near the little port known today as 
Puerto Pizarro.

• The local governor told the 
Spanish that they were "welcome 
to come ashore and provision 
themselves with water and 
whatever they needed without fear 
of harm." Nonetheless, the 
governor sent an official report 
about the strangers to his king, the 
great Huayna Capac.

• Unknown to them this encounter 
also introduced smallpox and 
other diseases for first time to the 
Incas. Mangrove at Tumbes



• Pizarro returned to Panama 
there formulated his plan of 
conquest. 

• Seeking backers and royal 
approval  Pizarro took a ship 
to Spain. He was well 
received at court by Charles 
V and showed the king 
Peruvian pottery, metal 
vessels, fine clothing, 
embroideries, and small 
worked pieces of gold. 

• Pizarro was granted a 
license "to discover and 
conquer Peru,"

Summer 1529
Audience With the King



Inca Weakening: Disease 
and Civil War  

• Spring 1528
Death of the Inca

• After Pizarro left, the Inca governor at Tumbes
sent his runners to the Emperor Huayna Capac 
who was near Quito. Smallpox introduced by the 
Spaniards started to infect the Incas. The disease 
struck his camp; the incubation period of smallpox
is only a few days. 

• The Emperor Huayna Capac himself caught it. 
• As his health rapidly worsened, he was asked to 

name a successor .
• Sources disagreed on his choice: some said it 

was his oldest son Atahuallpa and others said it 
was the younger son Huascar. 

• Huayna Capac died from smallpox. 
• The empire plunged into a bloody civil war as 

Huascar and Atahualpa fought for control.
Wascar(Huascar)--[1528-
1532

Huayna Capac/Wayna Qapaq-
-[1493-1528]

Atahualpa (Atau
Wallpa)[1528-1533



• Pizarro returned to Tumbes in 1532 to find 
it in ruins — a burned-out, ransacked 
victim of the civil war raging in the empire. 
Pizarro and his small army marched into 
the interior. 

• 1532 March to Cajamarca
Atahuallpa received reports about Pizarro’s 
progress, but the war with his brother 
Huascar occupied all his attention. 
Although he debated with his leaders 
whether they should divert to attack the 
foreigners, all judged Huascar the greater 
threat. The Spaniards, after all, were only 
160 men. 

• It is, indeed, astonishing to think how small 
Pizarro's army was: 62 horsemen and 102 
infantry, to attack an empire of at least 
five million. But he had deadly weapons —
the latest technology: guns and 
mechanical crossbows. Along the way, like 
Cortes, Pizarro recruited Indians hostile to 
Atahuallpa.

Pizarro Returns to Ecuador



November 1532
Andean Diplomacy

• According to the Inca account, dictated 
later by the King's nephew, Titu Cusi, 
there was an immediate failure of 
communication over the traditional 
guest rituals of Andean diplomacy: "My 
uncle received them well according to 
our custom," said Titu Cusi. "He 
offered them the customary welcome 
of chicha, maize beer, in gold cups. 
But they poured it away on the floor. 
Which much angered my uncle." 

• Atahuallpa told the Spanish to wait for 
him in Cajamarca, where they would 
be given lodging in one of the royal 
enclosures facing the square. 

• Atahuallpa arrived in great state 
surrounded by his officers. Great 
crowds of people crammed into the 
square. Pizarro sent one of his priests, 
Friar Vicente Valverde, to speak to 
Atahuallpa. He said he was an 
ambassador from a great king 
overseas.



• Friar Vicente explained that the 
Spanish ruler was a friend of God 
and called upon the Inca to 
renounce their gods. Atahualpa 
asked Friar Vicente what authority 
he had for his belief, and the friar 
told him it was all written in the 
book he was holding. The Inca 
then said: "Give me the book so 
that it can speak to me." 

• Atahualpa held the book next to 
his ear trying to listen to its pages. 
At last he asked: "Why doesn't the 
book say anything to me?" And he 
threw it on to the ground with a 
haughty and disdainful gesture. 
Father Vicente shouted that the 
Indians were against the Christian 
faith and gave the order to attack. 
The Spanish fired in to the 
massed crowds of unarmed 
people.

• The Spaniards captured 
Atahualpa  



• Winter 1533-4
Prisoner King

• Atahualpa — now understanding that the Spanish 
wanted gold — came up with his plan to ransom 
himself for it.

• Atahualpa said that he would give a room full of gold. 
The room measured 22 feet long by 17 feet wide 
(6.7m x 5.2m) and was to be filled to a white line half 
way up its height (about 2.5m)... he would fill the room 
with various objects of gold... he would also give the 
entire hut filled twice over with silver. And he would 
complete this within two months".

Distribution of Atahualpa's ransom
By the middle of 1533, the entire ransom of silver and 
gold had been delivered to the Spanish in Cajamarca. 
The many precious and finely worked objects were 
melted down over a four-month period to produce 
some 6 tons of gold and 12 tons of silver. Hernando 
Pizarro was sent back to Spain with some treasure for 
the King as part-payment of the "royal fifth", the royal 
tax paid upon all treasure captured during the 
conquest. The original conquistadors all received a 
share equivalent to his position in the conquest: each 
horseman received 40kg of gold and 81kg of silver 
whilst foot-soldiers received half this amount.



Sotheby’s
Pre-Columbian Art

2 PM, Wednesday, May 17, 2000

• Lot 63, gold double figural pendant, Parita, 
Azuero Peninsula, circa A.D. 800-1500, 6 1/2 
inches wide

• For those with more money to spare, of course, 
there is Lot 63, shown above, a large coclé gold 
double figural pendant, Parita, Azuero Peninsula, 
circa A.D. 800-1500, 6 ½ inches wide. The 
"densely cast ornament with two saurian-headed 
warriors standing side by side, each with slightly 
bowed muscular legs and long wire-like toes 
clenched around a bar, each head turned sharply 
and holding a ceremonial club with a trapezoidal 
blade in the outside hand, a shorter segmented 
implement grasped by the inside hands," is quite 
spectacular and much more interesting than most 
of the gold pieces that appear at auction. It has a 
conservative estimate of $60,000 to $90,000.

•
• Lot 42, Chimu Silver Effigy Beaker, circa A.D. 

1100-1400, 11 5/8 inches high
• Lot 42, shown above, is a stunning and large 

silver Chimu effigy beaker, circa A.D. 1100-1140 
that has an estimate of $30,000 to $40,000.



Inca Atahualpa 
Ransom at today's value

• Weight: Gold 6 tons = 80 million dollars ($372/oz)

• As art pieces: app. 600 grams each 
• At a value of $50.000 dollars a piece (Sotheby’s)
It will be 500 million dollars
• Weight: Silver 12 tons= 2.2 million dollars ($5.27/oz)

• Like art pieces: 600 grams each
At $30,000 per piece = $600 million worth



• When it came time for 
Pizarro to fulfill his side of 
the bargain and release 
Atahualpa, he refused. 

• Pizarro accused Atahualpa 
of killing his brother Huascar
and plotting against the 
Spaniards

• Pizarro put him on trial for 
treason. Atahualpa was 
found guilty and sentenced 
to death.

Death of the Inca



The legend of Atahualpa's Ransom
An Inca General 
named Rumiñahui
fled the marauding 
Spanish and took 
with him a large 
share of the ransom 
he had been 
collecting for his 
King. He 
disappeared into the 
remote 
mountainous region 
of Ecuador called 
the Llanganati. The 
load of gold artifacts 
he took with him is 
considered the 
largest 
undiscovered 
treasure in Latin 
America, valued at 
two billion dollars. 

. 

Map drawn by Atanasio Guzmán. A Spanish 
botanist who spent several years exploring the 
Llanganati area. 



Conquest of Peru
• Spring 1534 

• Pizarro marched on to Cuzco and appointed 
Manco — a young son of Huayna Capac 
and half-brother of Atahualpa — the new 
Inca.

• The Inca revolt of 1536-37 — along with the 
Aztec's defense of Tenochtitlán were among 
of the greatest wars of resistance waged by 
natives against colonial powers in the 
Americas. 

• Unfortunately for the Inca, they had too few 
European weapons, and too few warriors 
who could use them effectively. Although 
they were at a disadvantage, they resisted 
with a heroic tenacity. 



Pizarro and the Inca gold
• 1538 Almagro is captured and executed by Pizarro faction.
• July 26, 1541 Pizarro is murdered by followers of Almagro's son.
• 1544 Murder of Manco II by Spanish renegades; new leader is Sayri

Tupac.
• 1558 Sayri Tupac joins the Spanish.
• 1558-71 Titu Cusi rules in Vilcabamba.
• 1571 Tupac Amaru succeeds Titu Cusi.
• 1572 Spanish conquer Vilcabamba. Tupac Amaru, the last Inca, is 

captured and beheaded.
• 1780 Revolt of Tupac Amaru II.
• July 28, 1821 Declaration of Independence from Spain.
• 1824 Peru gains independence from Spain



Conquest and Demographic 
Collapse

• Thousands of years of isolation had left native Americans with no 
immunity to measles, influenza, rubella, chicken pox, typhus and, 
above all, smallpox. In Europe, an infectious disease such as 
smallpox, was endemic. The disease ran through the population, 
relatively small numbers became sick and died while others 
recovered from the illness. Others exhibited no outward sign of the 
disease. These survivors became immune to the contagion. Most of
these diseases killed only the young and elderly.

• When Old World pathogens were brought to the New, the 
inhabitants lacked immunity. Endemic diseases in Europe became 
epidemics and pandemics in the Americas. The carnage created by 
these contagions in the New World puzzled both the Aborigines and 
Europeans. A German missionary reported in 1699 that "the Indians 
die so easily that the bare look and smell of a Spaniard causes them 
to give up the ghost". Some estimates claim that as many as 90 
million people may have succumbed to disease after the arrival of 
Europeans in the Americas, perhaps 90% of the pre-Columbian 
population. 



End of the World – Europe, first!
• Medieval Europe suffer the ravages of large 

epidemics consequence of the interchanges 
with Asia.

• The Black Death, which was at first called 
the Great Mortality or simply the Pestilence, 
originated in Asia in the early 1340s. It 
probably began in China, and from there it 
spread to India, Egypt, and all of Asia 
Minor. By 1346 word reached Europe of a 
horrible plague, with deaths estimated to be 
over 23 million. Dead littered the streets 
everywhere. 

The Black Death was one of the worst 
natural disasters in history. In 1347 A.D., a 
great plague swept over 
Europe, ravaged cities 
causing widespread hysteria and death. 
One third of the population of Europe died. 
"The impact upon the future of England was 
greater than upon any other European 
country." (Cartwright, 1991) The primary 
culprits in transmitting this disease were 
oriental rat fleas carried on the back of 
black rats. 

• Frederick F. Cartwright, DISEASE AND 
HISTORY, Dorset Press, New York, 1991, 
p. 42.


